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Challenge US History 
 

Course Description: Challenge classes are offered for Social Studies 9, U.S. History, and 
World History.  These classes are designed for students who have a special talent in social 
studies.  Students in challenge courses utilize higher levels of analysis in their coverage of 
history.  The text is more demanding and the assignments are more comprehensive than the 
regular course.  The classes prepare the student for the Advanced Placement U.S. History 
course and the possibility of earning college credit during the senior year of high school.  Talk 
to a Social Studies teacher or the Student Services counselor for specific information about 
challenge social studies classes. 
 
 

 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain:  Cite evidence from multiple sources to support claim 
Priority Standard:  SS.Inq3.b.h Support claim with evidence using sources from multiple 
perspectives and mediums (electronic, digital, print, and other mass media). 

● The student will effectively and accurately make a historical interpretation and 
support his or her interpretation with relevant and sufficient evidence from the 
sources analyzed and evaluated.  

 
Domain:   Relationship of People and Groups 
Priority Standard:  SS.BH2.a.h Investigate how language and culture can unify a group of 
people. Evaluate the factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict among peoples of a 
country and the  world (e.g., language, religion, culture, race, ethnicity, gender, social or 
financial inequity, political beliefs, access to resources, economics, environment). 

● The student will be able explain how political party platforms impacted the 
enhancement of cultural diversity in the United States. 

 
Domain:   Economic Indicators 
Priority Standard:  SS.Econ3.a.h Assess how decisions about spending and production made 
by households, businesses, and governments determine the nation's levels of income, 
employment, and prices. Analyze why unemployment rates differ for people of different ages, 

 



 
 

 

races, and genders. Use economic indicators to analyze the current and future state of the 
economy. 

● The student will sufficiently identify and explain the factors that influenced the 
development of the U.S economy on a world stage. 

 
Domain:  Human Environment Interaction 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog5.a.h Analyze the intentional and unintentional spatial 
consequences of human actions on the environment at the local, state, tribal, regional, country, 
and world levels. 

● The student will be able to identify and explain the major territorial acquisitions in 
the United States and the factors that contributed toward acquisition.  

 
Domain:  Historical Context 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist4.a.h Analyze how the historical context (situation) influences a 
primary or secondary source. 

● The student will be able to demonstrate mastery of APPART categories to 
adequately devise a supported thesis and essay to the satisfaction of the college 
board scoring standards. 

 
Domain:  Political Participation  
Priority Standard:  SS.PS3.ah Create and evaluate solutions to increase voter participation. 
Evaluate their role in  government at the local, state, tribal, and federal levels. 

● The student will be able to chart a timeline of the emergence of political parties 
and the factors that divided them. 

 
 
 

These standards and learning targets will be reported on at the end of each grading period.  If 
you have questions regarding any standards or learning target, please contact the building 
principal. 

 

 

 

 


